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Scope

! Planetary Sciences !

¸ Solar System Phenomena, encompassing 

¸Space exploration

¸Ground-based astronomy

¸Observational programs

¸Instrumentation

¸Facilities

¸Theory/modeling/simulations

¸Laboratory 



NSF supports all areas

¸ Space exploration ïarchived data

¸Ground-based astronomy ïnational & 

international observatories

¸ Individual investigator awards

¸Observations

¸ Instrumentation

¸ Theory/modeling/simulations

¸ Laboratory

¸ In some sense, ñrounding outò the NASA focus on space 

exploration of the solar system



Astronomical

Sciences Geo 

Sciences

PLANETARY   SCIENCES

ATM

EAR

OCE

Planetary Sciences 
at NSF

Polar 

Programs

AGS



Planetary Sciences 
at NSF

Office of Polar Programs

¸ U.S. Antarctic Meteorite Program

¸ NSF, NASA, Smithsonian Institution

¸ NSF/OPP -- ~$100,000 per year

¸ Individual Investigator Awards

¸ geomorphology in the Dry Valleys

¸ terrestrial analogs to ancient Mars



Planetary Sciences 
at NSF

Directorate for Geosciences

¸ Atmospheric Sciences ïATM

¸ 10/09 ïAtmospheric and Geospace Sciences ïAGS
¸ planetary magnetospheres

¸ planetary atmospheres

¸ Solar, heliospheric & interplanetary environment (SHINE)

¸ Solar-terrestrial

¸ Earth Sciences -- EAR
¸ meteorites

¸ Ocean Sciences -- OCE
¸ ocean ice



Division of Astronomical Sciences (AST)
Astronomy & Astrophysics Research Grants (AAG)

¸ focus is on scientific merit / broader impact of a proposed project
¸ search for potentially transformative research
¸ no predetermined topic or technique or facility for preferential treatment

Planetary Astronomy Theme

Individual investigator awards for theoretical, observational, and 
laboratory studies of the Solar System  ---
Å Structure & Composition of Planetary Interiors, Surfaces,  and Atmospheres 
Å Planetary Satellites
Å Comets and Asteroids
Å Trans -Neptunian / Kuiper Belt Objects
Å Inter -Planetary Medium
Å Solar System Origins and Evolution

Å typical award:  $95,000 to $125,000 per year for 3 years (08 mean $108k)

Å can be more (or less!); can be for 5 years (very rarely longer)

Å FY06: 55 projects, 11 awards, $2.9m

Å FY07: 62/13/$3.6m; FY08: 54/11/$4.0m; FY09: 52/19/$3.5m+$3.9m

AST


