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Agenda

Å A Little History, then Program Accomplishments/Status

Å Science Highlights

Å Science Goals and Progress on ô02 Decadal Survey Themes

Å Future Program Plans
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Fundamentals of the Mars Exploration Program

ÅApproach challenging goals in a step-by-step manner

ïPursue high-priority science objectives

ïExploit accessibility of Mars (a combination of proximity and 

manageable environment) to reduce scientific, technical, and 

cost profile risks

ïProvide opportunities to respond to new discoveries

ïEnable cost-effective development of required technologies

ÅUse mix of flight platforms to reduce risk and increase science

ïAdapted to each missionôs environment and purpose
ï Orbiters provide global reconnaissance; landers provide ground 

truth

ïLeverage capabilities to augment science and reduce risk
ï Orbiter relay of lander data

ï Site reconnaissance and certification for safety

ï Critical event coverage

ï Complementary science payload

ï Operations support

ÅProvide opportunities for international collaboration at the 

flight and flight subsystem (in addition to payload) level

Integrated Program Approach Leads to Greater Scientific Progress
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