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SummarySummary

1.1. A summary of how the A summary of how the SSBSSB’’s s approach to approach to exoexo/astrobiology has varied over the/astrobiology has varied over the
last 50 yearslast 50 years

2.2. An indication of the types of studies the An indication of the types of studies the SSBSSB’’s s various various exoexo/astrobiology/astrobiology
committees have undertakencommittees have undertaken

3.3. A brief outline of the A brief outline of the SSBSSB’’s s proposed approach to astrobiology in the nextproposed approach to astrobiology in the next
decade. decade. 



Astrobiology’s Four Eras

 ExoExo/astrobiology has been a topic of interest to the SSB since the Board/astrobiology has been a topic of interest to the SSB since the Board’’ss
founding in 1958.  The organizational arrangements for astrobiology havefounding in 1958.  The organizational arrangements for astrobiology have
however varied over time in a manner that mirrors disciplinehowever varied over time in a manner that mirrors discipline’’s waxings waxing
and waning fortunesand waning fortunes

 Prior to 1976Prior to 1976——the  run up to the Viking missionsthe  run up to the Viking missions——  astrobiological astrobiological adviceadvice
provided via ad hoc groups and later via the Panel on Exobiology withinprovided via ad hoc groups and later via the Panel on Exobiology within
the Committee on Space Biology and Medicinethe Committee on Space Biology and Medicine

 Between 1976 and 1996Between 1976 and 1996——the immediate post-Viking boom and thenthe immediate post-Viking boom and then
bustbust——the Committee on Planetary Biology and Chemical Evolution wasthe Committee on Planetary Biology and Chemical Evolution was
established and then disestablished and astrobiology added to theestablished and then disestablished and astrobiology added to the
portfolio of the Committee on Planetary and Lunar Explorationportfolio of the Committee on Planetary and Lunar Exploration

 1996-20111996-2011——the post ALH 84001 boom and growth of astrobiologythe post ALH 84001 boom and growth of astrobiology——thethe
Steering Group on Astrobiology is established and leads to the creationSteering Group on Astrobiology is established and leads to the creation
of the Committee on the Origins and Evolution of Lifeof the Committee on the Origins and Evolution of Life

  2011 and beyond 2011 and beyond——Astrobiology a mature discipline?Astrobiology a mature discipline?——The CommitteeThe Committee
on the Origins and Evolution of Life merges with COMPLEX to create theon the Origins and Evolution of Life merges with COMPLEX to create the
Committee on Astrobiology and Planetary ScienceCommittee on Astrobiology and Planetary Science
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Committee on Planetary Biology andCommittee on Planetary Biology and
Chemical EvolutionChemical Evolution

 Organized in the mid-1970s as a successor to the Panel on Exobiology,Organized in the mid-1970s as a successor to the Panel on Exobiology,
established in 1973established in 1973

   CPBCECPBCE’’s s primary concern was primary concern was ““the attempts to understand the origin,the attempts to understand the origin,
evolution and distribution of life in the universe.  Central to theseevolution and distribution of life in the universe.  Central to these
interests is the general theme of interactions between an evolving biotainterests is the general theme of interactions between an evolving biota
and the evolving body on which these processes are occurring.and the evolving body on which these processes are occurring.””

  CPBCE was charged to  CPBCE was charged to ““...develop a 10-15  research strategy which...develop a 10-15  research strategy which
outlines the scientific goals, objectives and measurement requirements foroutlines the scientific goals, objectives and measurement requirements for
planetary biology and chemical evolution, including the early history ofplanetary biology and chemical evolution, including the early history of
biogenic elements, the extraterrestrial events which shape evolution, andbiogenic elements, the extraterrestrial events which shape evolution, and
the search for life outside of the solar system.the search for life outside of the solar system.””

 ““Advise and provide recommendations....on the science content, planning,Advise and provide recommendations....on the science content, planning,
and implementation of space missions....and implementation of space missions....””

 ““...Provide advice and recommendations concerning the application of...Provide advice and recommendations concerning the application of
planetary protection standards to proposed missions.planetary protection standards to proposed missions.””

 ““Coordinate and interact with other groups....Coordinate and interact with other groups....””



Chairs of the Committee on PlanetaryChairs of the Committee on Planetary
Biology and Chemical EvolutionBiology and Chemical Evolution

 Norman H. HorowitzNorman H. Horowitz**  (1973-1974)(1973-1974)
California Institute ofCalifornia Institute of
TechnologyTechnology

 Peter Mazur Peter Mazur (1974-1977)(1974-1977)
Oak Ridge National LaboratoryOak Ridge National Laboratory

 Lynn Lynn Margulis Margulis (1977-1980)(1977-1980)
Boston UniversityBoston University

 Daniel B. Daniel B. Botkin Botkin (1981-1984)(1981-1984)
University of California, SantaUniversity of California, Santa
BarbaraBarbara

 Harold P. Klein Harold P. Klein (1985-1988)(1985-1988)
SETI InstituteSETI Institute

** Exobiology PanelExobiology Panel
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Post-Viking Biological InvestigationsPost-Viking Biological Investigations
of Marsof Mars

OriginOrigin  Self Initiated  Self Initiated

PurposePurpose  To review the results from  To review the results from
Viking life-detectionViking life-detection
experiments and makeexperiments and make
recommendations for a post-recommendations for a post-
Viking biology strategy for MarsViking biology strategy for Mars
exploration.exploration.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 7  Committee of 7

Chair  Chair  Peter MazurPeter Mazur

Study PeriodStudy Period  1/75 to 12/76 (?)  1/75 to 12/76 (?)

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  1977  1977



Quarantine Policy for Mars, Jupiter,Quarantine Policy for Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and TitanSaturn, Uranus, Neptune and Titan

OriginOrigin  NASA request  NASA request

PurposePurpose  To review and make  To review and make
recommendations relating torecommendations relating to
planetary protection issues and,planetary protection issues and,
in particular, the value of Pin particular, the value of Pgg for for
diverse solar system bodies.diverse solar system bodies.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 6  Committee of 6

Chair  Chair  Peter MazurPeter Mazur

Study PeriodStudy Period  3/75 to 11/77 (?)  3/75 to 11/77 (?)

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  1978  1978



Origin and Evolution of LifeOrigin and Evolution of Life
Implications for the PlanetsImplications for the Planets

OriginOrigin  Self Initiated  Self Initiated

PurposePurpose  To describe the emerging  To describe the emerging
science of life as a planetaryscience of life as a planetary
phenomenon and outline howphenomenon and outline how
space technology can be used tospace technology can be used to
study biological process on thestudy biological process on the
global scale.global scale.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 9  Committee of 9

ChairChair Lynn Lynn Margulis Margulis

Study PeriodStudy Period  ? to ?  ? to ?

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  1981  1981



The Search For LifeThe Search For Life’’s Originss Origins

OriginOrigin  Self Initiated  Self Initiated

PurposePurpose  To review and evaluate  To review and evaluate
progress made in studies relatingprogress made in studies relating
to the origin, evolution andto the origin, evolution and
distribution of life in thedistribution of life in the
universe and to identify anduniverse and to identify and
prioritize key scientific issues forprioritize key scientific issues for
the coming decade.the coming decade.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 19  Committee of 19

ChairChair Harold P. Klein Harold P. Klein

Study PeriodStudy Period  6/86 to 12/88  6/86 to 12/88

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  1990  1990



COMPLEX Assumes ResponsibilityCOMPLEX Assumes Responsibility
for Exobiologyfor Exobiology

 In 1988 the Space Science Board merged with the Space ApplicationsIn 1988 the Space Science Board merged with the Space Applications
Board to create the Space Studies BoardBoard to create the Space Studies Board

 In the process, the SSB assumed responsibility for Earth remote sensingIn the process, the SSB assumed responsibility for Earth remote sensing
and microgravity research and as a result established two new standingand microgravity research and as a result established two new standing
committees, the Committee and Earth Studies and the Committee oncommittees, the Committee and Earth Studies and the Committee on
Microgravity ResearchMicrogravity Research

 For reasons that are not entirely clear, the SSB disestablished two of itsFor reasons that are not entirely clear, the SSB disestablished two of its
existing standing committees, the Committee on Data Management andexisting standing committees, the Committee on Data Management and
Computation and the Committee on Planetary Biology and ChemicalComputation and the Committee on Planetary Biology and Chemical
EvolutionEvolution

 CPBCECPBCE’’s s responsibilities were transferred to the Committee on Planetaryresponsibilities were transferred to the Committee on Planetary
and Lunar Explorationand Lunar Exploration

 COMPLEX implemented its new responsibilities by reserving twoCOMPLEX implemented its new responsibilities by reserving two
membership slots for membership slots for exobiologistsexobiologists, one from the physical sciences and, one from the physical sciences and
one from the life sciences.one from the life sciences.



COMPLEX and AstrobiologyCOMPLEX and Astrobiology

     Many of the studiesMany of the studies
drafted by or organized bydrafted by or organized by
COMPLEX have strongCOMPLEX have strong
astrobiological astrobiological rootsroots

     The use of the concept of     The use of the concept of
the search for originsthe search for origins——i.e., ofi.e., of
life and planetary systemslife and planetary systems
——was first proposed as awas first proposed as a
major organizing theme formajor organizing theme for
the planetary science researchthe planetary science research
in in COMPLEXCOMPLEX’’s s 1994 report1994 report
An Integrated Strategy for theAn Integrated Strategy for the
Planetary Sciences: 1995-2010Planetary Sciences: 1995-2010

     The search for origins is a     The search for origins is a
major organizing theme inmajor organizing theme in
both planetary decadalboth planetary decadal
surveyssurveys
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Astrobiologically Astrobiologically Relevant Science inRelevant Science in
the News in 1996the News in 1996

 Discovery of the firstDiscovery of the first extrasolar  extrasolar planetsplanets

 Suggestions that liquid water exists below Suggestions that liquid water exists below EuropaEuropa’’s s surfacesurface

 Increasing interest in AntarcticaIncreasing interest in Antarctica’’s Lake s Lake VostokVostok

 HST observations ofHST observations of protoplanetary  protoplanetary disksdisks

 Increasing realization that life exists in extreme terrestrial environmentsIncreasing realization that life exists in extreme terrestrial environments

 Claims of evidence of fossils in martian meteorite ALH84001 announced on 7Claims of evidence of fossils in martian meteorite ALH84001 announced on 7
August, 1996.August, 1996.



Post-ALH84001Post-ALH84001
 September, 1996:September, 1996:  First Astrobiology workshop held at  Ames Research  First Astrobiology workshop held at  Ames Research

CenterCenter––––Astrobiology Roadmap in draft.Astrobiology Roadmap in draft.
 October, 1996:October, 1996:  OSTP and NASA ask SSB to hold a workshop to discuss recent  OSTP and NASA ask SSB to hold a workshop to discuss recent

scientific advancesscientific advances––––Conclusion, study of Conclusion, study of ““OriginsOrigins”” is a powerful organizing is a powerful organizing
theme for NASAtheme for NASA’’s space-science activities.s space-science activities.

 December, 1996:December, 1996:  Vice President  Vice President’’s Space Science Symposium.  Key SSB-workshops Space Science Symposium.  Key SSB-workshop
participants brief Al Gore on recent advances in Origins.  Summaryparticipants brief Al Gore on recent advances in Origins.  Summary
messagemessage––––recent recent ““breakthroughs are astonishing returns being reaped from yearsbreakthroughs are astonishing returns being reaped from years
of investment in many scientific disciplines.  Now is the time to leverage thatof investment in many scientific disciplines.  Now is the time to leverage that
investment and to pursue the quest for ORIGINS into the 21st Century.investment and to pursue the quest for ORIGINS into the 21st Century.””

 January, 1997:January, 1997:  NSF initiates Life in Extreme Environments program  NSF initiates Life in Extreme Environments program
 February, 1997:February, 1997:  NASA 1998 budget proposal includes funds for an   NASA 1998 budget proposal includes funds for an ““OriginsOrigins

InitiativeInitiative”—”—significant funding increases for Mars, significant funding increases for Mars, EuropaEuropa, and astrophysical, and astrophysical
missions and initiation of a major program in astrobiology.missions and initiation of a major program in astrobiology.

 October, 1997:October, 1997:  NASA issues first NAI Cooperative Agreement Notice.  NASA issues first NAI Cooperative Agreement Notice.
 October, 1997:October, 1997:     SSB establishes the Steering Group on Exobiology and SSB establishes the Steering Group on Exobiology and

Evolutionary Biology.  Name soon changed to Steering Group on AstrobiologyEvolutionary Biology.  Name soon changed to Steering Group on Astrobiology
 July, 1998:July, 1998:  NAI opens for business.  NAI opens for business.



Steering Group on AstrobiologySteering Group on Astrobiology

 Not a committee but rather a subgroup of SSB members charged toNot a committee but rather a subgroup of SSB members charged to
provide a broad-based, cross-disciplinary focus for Board activitiesprovide a broad-based, cross-disciplinary focus for Board activities
related to the life sciences and to coordinate the resources of the Boardrelated to the life sciences and to coordinate the resources of the Board
and its committees for application to issues in evolutionary biology andand its committees for application to issues in evolutionary biology and
exobiology.exobiology.

  The Steering Group did not conduct studies but, rather, recommended The Steering Group did not conduct studies but, rather, recommended
actions for the Boardactions for the Board’’s consideration.s consideration.

  The Steering Group also provided a focus within the board for the The Steering Group also provided a focus within the board for the
development and review of astrobiology-related.development and review of astrobiology-related.

 Was generally seen as the precursor for a fully-fledged astrobiologyWas generally seen as the precursor for a fully-fledged astrobiology
committee.committee.
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Size Limits of Very SmallSize Limits of Very Small
MicroorganismsMicroorganisms

OriginOrigin  NASA request  NASA request

PurposePurpose  To organize a workshop to  To organize a workshop to
discuss issues relating to thediscuss issues relating to the
minimal size forminimal size for
mircroorganismsmircroorganisms..

Study Group Study Group   Steering Group  of 6Steering Group  of 6

Co Chairs Co Chairs   Andrew Knoll andAndrew Knoll and
    Mary Jane Osborn    Mary Jane Osborn

Study PeriodStudy Period  3/98 to 6/99  3/98 to 6/99

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  1999  1999



Sample Returned from Planetary SatellitesSample Returned from Planetary Satellites
and Small Solar System Bodiesand Small Solar System Bodies

OriginOrigin  NASA request  NASA request

PurposePurpose  To discuss and make  To discuss and make
recommendations relating back-recommendations relating back-
contamination issues relating tocontamination issues relating to
samples returned from planetarysamples returned from planetary
satellites and small solar systemsatellites and small solar system
bodies.bodies.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 10  Committee of 10

ChairChair    Leslie Leslie OrgelOrgel

Study PeriodStudy Period  5/97 to 6/98  5/97 to 6/98

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  1998  1998



Committee on the Origins andCommittee on the Origins and
Evolution of LifeEvolution of Life

 COEL is a joint activity of the COEL is a joint activity of the NRCNRC’’s s Space Studies Board and the BoardSpace Studies Board and the Board
on Life Scienceson Life Sciences

  COEL exists to organizes and provides oversight of studies on research COEL exists to organizes and provides oversight of studies on research
opportunities and programs in astrobiology and related topicsopportunities and programs in astrobiology and related topics

  COEL monitors development and implementation of related research COEL monitors development and implementation of related research
strategies, advanced technology and research program plans when thesestrategies, advanced technology and research program plans when these
topics do not readily fall under the auspices of an existing NRCtopics do not readily fall under the auspices of an existing NRC
committeecommittee

 COEL was established in 1999 and held its first meeting in 2000COEL was established in 1999 and held its first meeting in 2000



COEL Co-ChairsCOEL Co-Chairs

 2000-20022000-2002
Jonathan I. Jonathan I. LunineLunine
University of ArizonaUniversity of Arizona

 2002-20052002-2005
J. Craig WheelerJ. Craig Wheeler
University of TexasUniversity of Texas

 2005-20082005-2008
Bruce M. Bruce M. JakoskyJakosky
University of ColoradoUniversity of Colorado

 2008-20112008-2011
Robert T. Robert T. PappalardoPappalardo
Jet Propulsion LaboratoryJet Propulsion Laboratory

 2000-20022000-2002
John A. John A. BarossBaross
University of WashingtonUniversity of Washington

 2003-20052003-2005
Jack W. Jack W. SzostakSzostak
Massachusetts General HospitalMassachusetts General Hospital

 2006-20082006-2008
Kenneth H.Kenneth H. Nealson Nealson
University of SouthernUniversity of Southern
CaliforniaCalifornia

 2009-20112009-2011
J. Gregory FerryJ. Gregory Ferry
Pennsylvania State UniversityPennsylvania State University
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Life in the UniverseLife in the Universe

OriginOrigin  Congressional request  Congressional request

PurposePurpose  To review NASA  To review NASA’’ss
programs to programs to ““determine the extent ofdetermine the extent of
life in the universe,life in the universe,”” identify identify
overlaps with activities of otheroverlaps with activities of other
groups and suggest enhancementsgroups and suggest enhancements

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 14  Committee of 14

ChairChair Jonathan  Jonathan Lunine Lunine & John& John
BarossBaross

Study PeriodStudy Period  7/01 to 7/02  7/01 to 7/02

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  2003  2003



Assessment of theAssessment of the
NASA Astrobiology InstituteNASA Astrobiology Institute

OriginOrigin  Requested by NASA  Requested by NASA

PurposePurpose  To determine the progress  To determine the progress
made by the NAI in developing,made by the NAI in developing,
conducting, supporting  andconducting, supporting  and
catalyzing the field ofcatalyzing the field of
astrobiology and in providingastrobiology and in providing
scientific leadership for NASAscientific leadership for NASA
spacecraft missions relevant tospacecraft missions relevant to
astrobiology.astrobiology.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 8  Committee of 8

ChairChair  John   John KlinebergKlineberg

Study PeriodStudy Period  7/07 to 9/07  7/07 to 9/07

Final Report Issued Final Report Issued  2008 2008



Signs of LifeSigns of Life

OriginOrigin  Self initiated  Self initiated

PurposePurpose  To explore recent advances  To explore recent advances
in biology, biotechnology, medicine,in biology, biotechnology, medicine,
and the environmental sciencesand the environmental sciences
relevant to the detection of life or itsrelevant to the detection of life or its
remnants.  (Also,  a bondingremnants.  (Also,  a bonding
experience for a new committeeexperience for a new committee
working in a new area.)working in a new area.)

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 8  Committee of 8
support by 26 Workshop presenters.support by 26 Workshop presenters.

Study periodStudy period  1/00 to 6/01.  1/00 to 6/01.

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  2002.  2002.



The Astrophysical Context of LifeThe Astrophysical Context of Life

OriginOrigin  Self initiated  Self initiated

PurposePurpose  To investigate the means to  To investigate the means to
augment and integrate the activity ofaugment and integrate the activity of
astronomy and astrophysics in theastronomy and astrophysics in the
intellectual enterprise ofintellectual enterprise of
astrobiology, in NASA'sastrobiology, in NASA's
Astrobiology Program and relevantAstrobiology Program and relevant
programs in other federal agencies.programs in other federal agencies.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 17  Committee of 17

ChairChair Craig Wheeler & Jack  Craig Wheeler & Jack SzostkSzostk

Study PeriodStudy Period  2/03 to 7/04  2/03 to 7/04

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued 2005 2005



Exploring Organic EnvironmentsExploring Organic Environments
in the Solar Systemin the Solar System

OriginOrigin  Self initiated (with NASA  Self initiated (with NASA
concurrence)concurrence)

PurposePurpose  To determine what  To determine what
processes account for the reducedprocesses account for the reduced
carbon compounds found in thecarbon compounds found in the
solar system.solar system.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 11  Committee of 11
(drawn from COEL, COMPLEX(drawn from COEL, COMPLEX
and BCST)and BCST)

ChairChair  James Ferris  James Ferris

Study PeriodStudy Period  10/00 to 11/03  10/00 to 11/03

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  2007  2007



An Astrobiology Strategy for theAn Astrobiology Strategy for the
Exploration of MarsExploration of Mars

OriginOrigin  Requested by NASA  Requested by NASA

PurposePurpose  To develop an up-to-date  To develop an up-to-date
strategy that integrates thestrategy that integrates the
diverse threads of astrobiology-diverse threads of astrobiology-
relevant Mars studies into arelevant Mars studies into a
single source for science missionsingle source for science mission
planning.planning.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 15  Committee of 15

ChairChair  Bruce   Bruce JakoskyJakosky

Study PeriodStudy Period  1/06 to 11/06  1/06 to 11/06

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued    20072007



Limits of Organic LifeLimits of Organic Life
in Planetary Systemsin Planetary Systems

OriginOrigin  Self initiated  Self initiated

PurposePurpose  To evaluate the possibility  To evaluate the possibility
that non-standard chemistry maythat non-standard chemistry may
support life in known terrestrial andsupport life in known terrestrial and
conceivable extraterrestrialconceivable extraterrestrial
environments.environments.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 11  Committee of 11

ChairChair  John   John BarossBaross

Study PeriodStudy Period  1/04 to 7/05  1/04 to 7/05

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued 2007 2007



Assessment of Planetary ProtectionAssessment of Planetary Protection
Requirements for Venus MissionsRequirements for Venus Missions

OriginOrigin  Requested by NASA  Requested by NASA

PurposePurpose  To assess the ability of  To assess the ability of
Venus to support Earth-originVenus to support Earth-origin
microbial contamination andmicrobial contamination and
comment on forward- and back-comment on forward- and back-
contamination issues for futurecontamination issues for future
spacecraft missions to Venus.spacecraft missions to Venus.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 6  Committee of 6

ChairChair  Jack   Jack SzostakSzostak

Study PeriodStudy Period  2/05 to 10/05  2/05 to 10/05

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued    20062006



Assessment of Planetary ProtectionAssessment of Planetary Protection
Requirements for MSR MissionsRequirements for MSR Missions

OriginOrigin  Requested by NASA  Requested by NASA

PurposePurpose  To review and update the  To review and update the
recommendations relating torecommendations relating to
prevention of back-prevention of back-
contamination by a Mars sample-contamination by a Mars sample-
return mission contained in thereturn mission contained in the
NRCNRC’’s s 1997 report Mars Sample1997 report Mars Sample
Return: Issues andReturn: Issues and
Recommendations.Recommendations.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 8  Committee of 8

Chair  Chair  Jack FarmerJack Farmer

Study Period Study Period   8/08-12/088/08-12/08

Final Report IssuedFinal Report Issued  2009  2009



Planetary Protection Requirements forPlanetary Protection Requirements for
Icy Solar System BodiesIcy Solar System Bodies

OriginOrigin  Requested by NASA  Requested by NASA

PurposePurpose  To update  To update
recommendations in therecommendations in the NRC NRC’’ss
1998 and 2000 reports Evaluating1998 and 2000 reports Evaluating
the Biological Potential inthe Biological Potential in
Samples Returned fromSamples Returned from
Planetary Satellites and SmallPlanetary Satellites and Small
Solar System Bodies andSolar System Bodies and
Preventing the ForwardPreventing the Forward
contamination ofcontamination of Europa  Europa in lightin light
of recent results.of recent results.

Study GroupStudy Group  Committee of 12  Committee of 12

Chair  Chair  Mitchell Mitchell SoginSogin

Study PeriodStudy Period  1/2011 to 8/2011  1/2011 to 8/2011

Report DueReport Due  early-2012  early-2012



COEL and COMPLEX to MergeCOEL and COMPLEX to Merge

 The SSB and its standing committees (CAA, CES, CSSP, COMPLEX andThe SSB and its standing committees (CAA, CES, CSSP, COMPLEX and
COEL) are funded through a series of 5-year contracts with NASACOEL) are funded through a series of 5-year contracts with NASA

 The current contract runs until 18 August, 2011.The current contract runs until 18 August, 2011.

 NASANASA’’s Planetary Science Division has indicated that it is no longer ables Planetary Science Division has indicated that it is no longer able
or willing to support two of the or willing to support two of the SSBSSB’’s s standing committees (i.e.,standing committees (i.e.,
COMPLEX and COEL)COMPLEX and COEL)

 NASA has requested that COMPLEX and COEL mergeNASA has requested that COMPLEX and COEL merge

 The renewal of the contract and the merger of COMPLEX and COEL doesThe renewal of the contract and the merger of COMPLEX and COEL does
create new opportunitiescreate new opportunities

 As we shall hear in more detail in the next presentation, the new mergedAs we shall hear in more detail in the next presentation, the new merged
committee will have much greater greater opportunities to write reportscommittee will have much greater greater opportunities to write reports
and make recommendationsand make recommendations



Committee on Astrobiology andCommittee on Astrobiology and
Planetary SciencePlanetary Science

It will according to the current plan:It will according to the current plan:

 Be established as a FACA-chartered committee with a 5-year lifetimeBe established as a FACA-chartered committee with a 5-year lifetime
 Have co chairs, an Have co chairs, an astrobiologist astrobiologist and a planetary scientistand a planetary scientist
 Consist of 18 individuals, one-third Consist of 18 individuals, one-third astrobiologists astrobiologists and two-thirdsand two-thirds

planetary scientistsplanetary scientists
 Take ownership of the planetary decadal survey and Take ownership of the planetary decadal survey and COELCOEL’’s s reports andreports and

will monitor, interpret  and oversee  their implementationwill monitor, interpret  and oversee  their implementation
 Write an annual assessment reportWrite an annual assessment report
 Write other short reports upon request from NASA, the SSB or upon itsWrite other short reports upon request from NASA, the SSB or upon its

own initiativeown initiative
 It is not yet a done deal.  All of the SSB standing committees are to beIt is not yet a done deal.  All of the SSB standing committees are to be

rechartered  rechartered  in an analogous mannerin an analogous manner
  However, the NRC has not yet approved this plan However, the NRC has not yet approved this plan
  But, the NRC has already approved the  But, the NRC has already approved the rechartering rechartering of CAA in thisof CAA in this

manner.manner.
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